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From t hose days, early in the eighteenth century, when operative Misons
found their guild custons and rituals falling into disuse, and decided to
"accept" worthy men, not necessarily stone workers, to a participation in their
trade nysteries, few novenents have shown such vigor as that which, adopting for
its keynotes an ancient guild ritual, wove around and into it a system of nora
phil osophy acceptable to all nmen who believe that humanity noved within the
conpass of sone vast schene and the noral |ife was but the prelude to greater
possibilities.

Freemasonry, as we know it today, perneates the social life to an inmense
extent and furnishes a constant driving force in life and the nmaintenance of the
social structure. Wilst affording a magnificent instance of well organized
benevol ence, the Craft has grown to such an extent that the individual is no
I onger in such close touch with the centre of affairs and the sources of
information as was the case when the novenent was the interest and recreation of
fewer in nunber and perhaps nore studious in application.

In the rank of the thousands who, year by year, offer thenselves for
initiation there are many to whom Freenmasonry becanme a greater nystery than
i ntended. Who, either fromdisability or disinclination to unravel things for
t hensel ves, are satisfied with a nerely superficial view of the Craft and
gravitate towards that position where its teachings are acceptabl e as sonething
rat her beyond conprehension. This attitude is, unfortunately, nmet wth.

Happily the influence of the Craft on social and noral good is in no way

|l essened as a result. Brethren translating into their daily lives even the
surface teaching and principles of the Masonic Order nust, of necessity, becone
daily greater service to humanity and help to steady the structure of good order
and soci ety.
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No i nportance, therefore, attaches to what is terned as "The approach to
Freemasonry". Being a close society, which does not advertise its activities,
the viewpoint of the candidate for its many privileges may be based on curiosity
or, nore properly, upon a hope of personal welfare to accrue fromthe
association. There is only one position in which a man can stand safely at such
a juncture-- the sinple and sincere desire to associate hinself with others in
the quest of high ideals and the practice of charitable work.

Initiation fromany other notive whatsoever nust, by reason of its
exacting obligation, become an act of perjury. No man can becone a nenber of
the Order unless he is introduced by two or nore Brethren to whom he has been
known for a nunber of years. The duty of such Brethren is not to conclude wth
i ntroduction of a candidate for whose integrity and worthiness they are prepared
to vouch; they should make clear to the candidate or inquirer that Freemasonry
is so much nore than a nmere fellowship of choice spirits; that it is a definite
schenme of noral and ethical teaching, designed to encourage a proper humlity of
mnd and lofty conception of life and the candidates part inlife. |If this
information | essens the desire of the inquirer for participation, both he and
the Craft will be better for his retirenent.



It cannot be stated too plainly that good fell owship alone is no criterion
of fitness to nmenbership to the order and a man, whose only gratification lies
in the finding of this admttedly hel pful and useful aspect of our Rule, wll
seldomreach to a full realization of the great and val uabl e teachi ngs our
systemexists to instill. Those teaching are not reserved to persons of
profound thought. The success of Freemasonry may be attributed to the fact
that, given a real interest on the part of any brother, our Craft practices |ead
to the unfolding of rich thoughts and present nmany useful |essons, whilst they
provide intellectual stimulation to the nore studious in ratio to their
application of mnd.

In a novenent so wi dely established as Freemasonry, with respondabilities
over so wide a field, it necessarily follows that the first principles to affirm
in all cases of initiation is the need for such qualities as will tend to add
t houghtful men as well as good fellows to our Craft. The strength of |asting
movements lie, not in nunbers, but in zeal and interest of the personnel
Ri gidly banning any interference with religious or political life or with the
religious political views of its menbers, our Craft finds innunmerabl e avenues
for useful and beneficial work but the forceful ness of its measures has been,
and al ways nust be found in the high integrity and devotion of its menbers,
characteristics which are fostered and devel oped nore by a realization of the
mysteries than by a nere subnission to its rule. The approach to our Craft is
not altogether free frompossibilities of disillusionnent. Care should be taken
to see that just as the real assert of good fellowship is not allowed to becone
an end in itself, so, |ikew se, shall expectation of a nore serious kind be
tenpered with caution. Qur Order certainly represents the truest nmanifestation
of denocratic principle, but is by no neans a haven of relief for tired soci-

ol ogi sts on the | ookout for a nodel closer to their views than the existing
order of society. Neither should persons of evident religious favour be all owed
to imagi ne that the beautiful tenet of the Craft nay provide that one thing
needful to their spiritual attainment.

FREEMASONRY EXI STS TO USE MEN, NOT TO BE USED BY MEN. It stands to
provide nuch that is uplifting and ennobling; it suggests a nunber of great and
sati sfying concl usi ons which m ght and shoul d reasonably react upon the soci al
and religious outlook of its devotees, but through glory of the systemlies in
that it defines no creed whilst it recognizes and commends good in every form
irrespective of the source

In an age largely affected by desire for internationalism Freemasonry has
al ready proved the one and only successful bond to a comopn humanity by its
di sregard of colour, race or creed, binding nen together to a real Brotherhood,
the roots of which are just synpathy and the conmon quest of a fine ideal. The
approach to the Craft, therefore, should be actuated by a desire for the
subj ugation of self and the opportunity for service to humanity. Brethren who
have failed in this conception of their nenbership nmust have nisread their
obligation and failed utterly to understand the nmeani ng of things they say and
do.



